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Level One Glossary
Nivel Uno Glosario

Words and phrases are given in Spanish, followed by an English translation, and finally the location in
the texts where they are first introduced, with both the Unit and page number in the combined text
given.  Related words and phrases are indented under the principal word in the phrase; conjugations
of verbs are similarly indented under the infinitive of the verb, as well as being
individually entered.  

Ch/ch and Ll/ll were considered separate letters in the Spanish alphabet until the 1990's, when the
Academia Real de la Lengua Española (Royal Academy of the Spanish Language) ruled that they
were to be treated as combinations of letters.  In new dictionaries, ch is alphabetized under c; ll under
l.  Many dictionaries with the old alphabetization will doubtless still be in circulation for decades; and
many Spanish-speakers who were educated before this change will still cling to the old way.

The following abbreviations are used:

f = feminine    fam = familiar    m = masculine    n = neuter    pl = plural    sg = singular    irr = irregular

(a) or (as) indicates the feminine alternative of nouns which can be of either gender.

   
Spanish word/phrase English word/phrase       Unit    

Aa                                                                                       

a to 1.1
at 1.2

¿A cómo está el cambio? What’s the exchange rate? 3.1
a la vuelta  around the corner 5.1
al contrario on the contrary 8.1
al mes per month 7.1

 a propósito by the way 4.1

abrir to open 8.2

adelante straight ahead, forward, come in 2.1
pasar adelante to come in, enter 9.1

adiós goodbye 1.1

administrativo (a) administrative 4.1

las afueras (f)(pl) the outskirts, suburbs 7.1

la agencia the agency 7.1

el agente, la agente agent 7.1

el agua (f) the water (for use of el with 3.1
feminine nouns, see notes to Unit 3

ahí there 2.1
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ahora now 3.1
ahora mismo right now 3.1
por ahora for now, at the present time 7.1

al (contraction of a + el) to the 1.1
al contrario on the (to the) contrary 8.1
al mes per month, monthly 7.1

algo anything, something 3.1
algo más anything else, something more 3.1

almorzar to lunch, to eat lunch 5.1

alquilar to rent 7.1

allí there, in that place 6.1

americano(a) American (see text for usage) 2.1

el amigo, la amiga the friend 7.1

amueblar to furnish 7.1
amueblado furnished 7.1

el anuncio the announcement, the advertisement 7.1

el apartamento the apartment 6.1

aprender to learn 4.1
aprendió (you)(he)(she) learned 4.3

aquél that (over there) 7.1
aquella (f) that (over there) 7.2
aquellos, aquellas those (over there) 7.2

aquí here 3.1
aquí tiene here you are 3.1

arreglar to fix, mend, arrange 9.1
arreglado (a) fixed (up), arranged 9.1

el ascensor the elevator 3.1

así so, thus 8.1

el auto the car, automobile 7.1

la avenida the avenue 3.1

avisar to notify, advise 5.1
avíseme notify, advise me (command form) 5.1

el ayer yesterday 4.1

ayudar to help 6.1
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Bb                                                                                                                                                                       

bajar to go down, to lower 2.1
baja (you)(he)(she)(it) go(es) down 2.1

el baño the bath, the bathroom 2.1

barato(a) cheap, inexpensive 5.1

bastante enough, quite a bit, plenty 5.1

beber to drink 9.1
bebiendo drinking 9.1

bien (adverb) fine, well 1.1
está bien  that’s fine, okay 1.1

el billete the bill (money) 3.1

la boda the wedding 9.1

bonito(a) pretty 8.1

buen good (adj with m nouns) 5.1

bueno (a) good (adj) 1.1
buenas noches good evening, good night 1.1
buenas tardes good afternoon (noon until dark) 1.1
buenos días good morning 1.1

buscar to look for 6.1

Cc                                                                                                                                                                       

la caja the box, cashier’s desk or cage 3.1
la cajera, el cajero the cashier 3.1

la calle the street 8.1

la cama the bed 8.1

cambiar to change, to exchange 3.1
cambiarme to change myself, to change for me 3.1
cambiarse to change (one)self 8.1
cambiarse de ropa  to change one’s clothes 8.1

el cambio the change, the exchange 3.1

el campo the field, the country(side) 7.1

la cantidad the quantity, the amount 7.1

caramba gosh, darn 8.1

caro(a) expensive, dear 8.1
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la casa the house 8.1
estás en tu casa [you’re in your house] (fam) 9.1

make yourself at home

casar to marry 5.1
casado(a) (adj) married 5.1

casi almost 4.1

el catorce (the) fourteen 2.1

el centro the center (of a city), downtown 2.1

cerca near 3.1
cerca de near (to) 3.1

el cerdo the pork, the pig 6.1

la cerveza the beer 6.1

el cheque the check (bank check) 3.1

el chofer the chauffeur, the driver 4.1

la chuleta chop (cut of meat) 6.1

cien (adj) hundred 2.1

las ciencias the (physical) sciences 4.1

ciento (a) (a) hundred 7.1

cincuenta fifty 2.1

claro(a) clear, light (color) 7.1
claro of course 7.1

el coche the car, the coach 7.1

la cocina the kitchen 8.1

el colegio the private school, academy 4.1

comer to eat 6.1
comido eaten 6.1

como like, as 9.1

cómo (question or exclamation) how 1.1
¿A cómo está el cambio? What’s the exchange (rate)? 3.1
¿Cómo le va? How’s it going (for you)? 1.1
¡Cómo no! Certainly (How not!) 1.1

cómodo (a) comfortable 8.1

comprar to buy 9.1

con with 1.1
con permiso with (your permission), excuse me 1.1
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conocer to know (be acquainted with), to meet 1.1
encantado (m) de conocerla(f) delighted (enchanted) to meet you 1.1
mucho gusto de conocerlo(m) it’s a pleasure (much pleasure) 1.1

to meet you

contrario contrary, opposite 8.1

al contrario on (to) the contrary 8.1

convenir to suit, to be appropriate 7.1
conviene (it) suits, is appropriate 7.1

la cosa the thing 4.1

costar to cost 3.1
cuesta (it) costs 3.1

creer to believe, to think (something is true) 6.1
creer que sí to think so (yes); to believe (it’s) true 6.1
creo (I) think, (I) believe 6.1

creo (see creer)

el cuaderno the notebook 2.1

cualquiera whatever, whichever 5.1

cuándo when (question or exclamation) 4.1
¿Désde cuándo? Since when? 4.1

¿Cuánto? How much? 2.1

¿Cuántos?  ¿Cuantas? How many? 2.1

cuarenta forty 2.1

el cuarto the room, the fourth, the quarter 3.1

cuatro four 2.1

el cuba libre rum & coke (“Free Cuba”) 9.1

la cuenta the bill, the account 6.1

cuesta (see costar)

Chch The letter combination ch was previously considered a separate letter of the alphabet, pronounced

“che”.  It is now considered a combination of letters, and alphabetized thus.                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Dd                                                                                                                                                                       

da (see dar)

dan (see dar)

dar to give 2.1
da (you)(he)(she)(it) give(s) 8.1
dan they give 10.1
dar a la calle to give to(ward) the street 8.1

to face the street

dé give (command) 2.1
deme give me (command) 2.1
doy (I) give, (I’ll) give 4.1

das (see dar)

dé (see dar)

de of, from 1.1
del (de + el) of the, from the (m) 8.2
de nada you’re welcome (of, for nothing) 1.1
lo de... the matter of... 9.1

deber to owe, to need to, to be obliged to 4.1
debe ser (you)(he)(she)(it) must be 8.1
debo (I) owe, must, need to 4.1

decidir to decide 9.1
decidido decided 9.1

decir to say, to tell 2.1
decirse to say itself, to be said 2.1
dice (you)(he)(she)(it) say(s), tell(s) 2.1
diga say, tell (command 4.1
dijeron (you all)(they) said, told 4.1
querer decir to mean (to want to say) 2.1

dejar to leave, to let 8.1
dejarme to leave me, to let me 8.1

demasiado(a) too much 7.1
demasiados(as) too many 7.1

deme (see dar)

de nada (see de)

el departamento the department, the apartment (Mex) 4.1

la derecha the right (direction-opposite of left) 2.1

desde since 4.1
¿Désde cuándo? Since when? 4.1
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desear to wish, to desire, to want 6.1
desea (you)(he)(she) wish(es) 7.1
desean (you-all)(they) wish 6.1

desocupar to vacate, to make empty 6.1
desocupado(a) vacant, empty, unoccupied 6.1

después later, after(ward) 3.1

día day 1.1
Buenos días. Good Morning. (lit. “Good days) 1.1

dice (see decir)

diecinueve nineteen 2.1
dieciocho eighteen 2.1

dieciséis sixteen 2.1

diecisiete seventeen 2.1

diez ten 2.1

diga (see decir)

dijeron (see decir)

dispensar to excuse, to pardon 1.1
dispénseme excuse me, pardon me 1.1

doce twelve 2.1

el dólar the dollar 3.1

¿dónde? where 2.1

el dormitorio the bedroom 8.1

dos two 2.1
doscientos, doscientas two hundred 2.1

Ee                                                                                                                                                                       

el edificio the building 7.1

el the (m) 1.1
la the (f) 1.1
los, las the (pl) 2.1
al (a + l) to the (m) 1.1

él he 4.1
ella she 4.1
ellos, ellas they 4.1

la embajada the Embassy 2.1

en in 2.1
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en on 3.1

en at 4.1
en realidad actually, in reality 8.1

encantar to enchant, to delight 1.1
encantado(a) enchanted, delighted 1.1
encantado (m) de conocerla (f) enchanted to meet you 1.1

encontrar to find 6.1

la ensalada the salad 6.1

entonces then 3.1

la entrada the entrance 3.1

eres (see ser)

es (see ser)

ese that 7.1

escribir to write 8.1

el escritorio the desk 5.1

la escuela the school 4.1

eso, esa that 2.1

el español the Spanish language 2.1
the Spaniard (m)

esperar to hope, to wait for, to expect 8.1
espero I(‘ll) wait, I(‘ll) expect, I’(ll) hope 8.1

esperando (see esperar)

esta (see éste)

están (see estar)

el estado the state, the condition 4.1

Los Estados Unidos The United States 4.1

están (see estar)

estar to be 1.1
está (you) are; (he)(she)(it) is 1.1
están (you-all)(they) are 2.1
estás (you) are (fam) 4.2
estoy (I) am 1.1
está bien that’s fine, okay 1.1
estás en tu casa make yourself at home (fam) 9.1

estás (see estar)

este, esta this 3.1
esta noche tonight (this night) 8.1

esto (n) this 2.1
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estoy (see estar)

estudiar to study 9.1

excelente excellent 4.1

Ff                                                                                                                                                                         

fácil easy 6.1

la familia the family 5.1

el favor the favor 2.1
por favor please (as a favor) 2.1

la fecha the date (calendar) 9.1

el flan the custard (dessert) 6.1

la foto the photo, photograph 9.1
la foto is feminine, despite ending in “o”, because it’s an abbreviation for la fotografía

Gg                                                                  

el gas the gas (not gasoline, but natural gas 7.1
propane, etc., carbonation (soft drinks)

gracias thanks 1.1
muchas gracias thanks a lot, many thanks 1.1

grande big, great 7.1
gustar to please, to be likeable 3.1

me, te, le, nos gusta... I, you(fam), you/he/she, we like... 3.1

gusto pleasure 1.1
mucho gusto de conocerlo(m) glad (much pleasure) to meet you 1.1
tanto gusto de conocerlo pleased (what a pleasure) to meet you 4.1
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Hh               

haber irregular verb normally used only 1.1
as an auxiliary verb meaning 9.2
“to have .....”.  Also used (3d p sg)
hay to mean “there is”, there are”

ha (you) have; (he)(she)(it) has .... 9.2
han (you-all)(they) have .... 9.2
has (you) (fam) have 9.2
hay there is, there are 1.1
he I have .... 6.1
hemos we have .... 9.1
hay que it’s necessary to .... 3.1
no hay de que you’re welcome, it’s nothing 1.1

la habitación the room (for people) 8.1

hablar to speak, to talk 4.1
habla (you) speak, (he)(she) speaks 4.1
hablo (I) speak 4.1

hacer to do, to make 9.1
hace (you) do, make; (he)(she)(it) does, makes 9.1

el hambre (f) [el for pronunciation reasons] the hunger (takes feminine endings) 5.1
tener hambre to be hungry 5.1

han (see haber)

has (see haber)

hasta until 1.1
hasta luego so long (until later) 1.1
hasta mañana see you tomorrow, until tomorrow 1.1

hay (see haber)

hay que (see haber)

he (see haber)

hemos (see haber)

el hombre the man 9.1

la hora the hour, the time 5.1

el hotel the hotel 2.1
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Ii               

la idea the idea 9.1

igual, igual a equal, the same as 1.1

igualito exactly the same as 9.1

igualmente equally, likewise 1.1

incluir to include 7.1
incluido included 7.1

la independencia the independence 3.1

la información the information 3.1

el inglés the English language, Englishman 2.1

ir to go 1.1
va (you) go, (he)(she)(it) goes 1.1
vamos we go, we’ll go, let’s go 5.1
van (you-all)(they) go 8.1
vas you (fam) go, you’ll go 6.1
¿Cómo le va? How’s it going (for) you? 1.1

la izquierda the left 2.1

Jj               

el jamón the ham 6.1

juntos(as) pl together 5

Kk               

The letter “k” appears very rarely in Spanish, usually only in foreign words.  About the only words in common
usage in Spanish that start with “k” are words referring to the metric system (el kilómetro, el kilógramo, etc.). 
In addition, el kinder (for kindergarten) has crept into common Spanish usage.

Ll               

la (see el)

el lápiz the pencil 2.1

le (to) you, (to) him, to her 1.1
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la lechuga the lettuce 6.1

la legumbre the vegetable 6.1

lejos far, distant 3.1

la lengua the language, the tongue 4.1

el libro the book 2.1

lo the (cannot appear alone) 1.1
lo de the matter of, about 9.1

llamo (see llamar)

la llave the key 7.1

llevar to take, to carry 2.1
lleve he, she, you (may) carry (subjunctive 1.1
lléveme take me (command) 2.1
llévenos take us (command) 2.1

lleve (see llevar)

lo, la you, it 1.1

lo, la him, her 4.1

la luz the light 7.1

Llll (note: What used to be the separate letter double l (ll) is now treated as just a double “l”, and will be found
alphabetized thus in new dictionaries.)                 

                                                                                                                      

Mm                                                                                      

malo(a) bad 8.1
mal bad(ly) 8.1

la mañana tomorrow, the morning 1.1
hasta mañana see you tomorrow, until tomorrow 1.1

más more 3.1
¿Algo más? Anything else?  Something more? 3.1

menos less, minus 3.1

el mes the month 7.1
al mes per month, monthly 7.1

la mesa the table 2.1

el mesero the waiter 6.1

mi my 4.1
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mí me 6.1

el mil the thousand 2.1

el millón the million 8.1

el mineral the mineral 3.1

mío mine (m) 4.1

mismo(a) same 3.1
ahora mismo right now 3.1

la moneda the coin 3.1

el movimiento the movement, the activity 4.1

la muchacha the girl 9.1

mucho(a) much, a lot 1.1
muchos(as) many 1.1
muchas gracias thanks a lot, (many thanks) 1.1
mucho gusto de conocerlo glad (much pleasure) to meet you (m) 1.1
muchísimo(a) very much 5.1

mudar to move 8.1
mudarse de casa to move (change houses) 8.1

el mueble (piece of) furniture 7.1
sin muebles unfurnished 7.1

Nn                

necesitar to need 3.1
necesito (I) need 9.1
necesita (you) need, (he)(she)(it) needs 3.1
necesite need (subj) 5.1

ni nor (or) 7.1

la noche the night, the evening
esta noche tonight, this night 8.1

el nombre the name 4.1

nos us, ourselves 2.1

nosotros(as) we, us 4.1

novecientos nine hundred 2.1

noventa ninety 2.1

el novio, la novia the sweetheart, fiancee 9.1
(person engaged to be married)
(groom, bride)

nuestro(a) our(s) 9.1

nueve nine 2.1
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Oo               

o or (changes to u preceding words 2.1
beginning with o)

ocupar to occupy, to use 4.1
ocupado busy, occupied 4.1

ochenta eighty 2.1

ocho eight 2.1

once eleven 2.1

el otro, la otra the other 2.1

oro, otra another 2.1
otra vez again 2.1

oye (see oir)

Pp                

para for, for the benefit of 6.1

84

parecer to seem 5.1
¿Qué le parece? What do you think? 6.1

How does it seem to you?
¿Le parece bien? Is it okay with you? 5.1

Does it seem good to you?

la parte the part 5.1

pasar to pass, to hand (to) 2.1
páseme pass me (command) 2.1
pasar adelante to come in, to go ahead, 9.1
pasar por... to come by for..., to pass by for... 8.1

el patio the yard, the courtyard, the patio 8.1

pensar to think, to plan 6.1
pienso I think, I plan, I intend 6.1

el perdón the pardon 2.1
Perdón. Excuse me. 2.1

el periódico the newspaper, the periodical 7.1

pero but 4.1

el peso the Peso 3.1

pienso (see pensar)

el piso the floor 3.1
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la pluma the pen 2.1

poco(a) little (amount) 4.1

poder to be able 3.1
puede (you)(he)(she)(it) can 3.1
puedo (I) can 6.1

por for, in exchange for, by, through, during 2.1
por ahora for now, at the moment 7.1
por favor   please (for a favor) 2.1

el postre the dessert (the after) 6.1

practicar to practice 4.1

el precio the price 8.1

presentar to present, to introduce 1.1
primero(a) first 3.1

primer first (w/masculine nouns) 3.1

probar to try, to taste 6.1
probamos we(‘ll) try 6.1

pronto soon 9.1

pronunciar to pronounce 4.1
pronounce (you) pronounce, (he)(she) pronounces 4.1

la propina the tip 4.1

el propósito the purpose 4.1
a propósito by the way (to the purpose) 4.1

puede (see poder)

puedo (see poder)

Qq               

que that, who, whom 7.1
hay que one has to, it’s necessary to 3.1
tener que to have to 8.1
No hay de qué. You’re welcome.  It’s nothing. 1.1

qué what, how (in exclamations or questions) 1.1
¿Porqué? Why?  (For what?) 7.1
¿Qué tal.....? ¿How was.....? 4.1
¿Que le parece....? What do you say that.....? 6.1

How does it seem to you that....?
¿Qué te pasa? What’s wrong with you? 7.1
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querer to want, to like, to love
quiere (you) want, (he)(she)(it) wants 2.1
quieren (you-all)(they) want 6.1
quieres (you) want (fam) 6.1
quiero (I) want 1.1
querer decir to mean (to want to say) 2.1

quién who (in questions) 9.1

quiere (see querer)

quieren (see querer)

quieres (see querer)

quiero (see querer)

quince fifteen 2.1

quinientos five hundred 2.1

Rr               

la razón the reason, the right (correct) 6.1
tener razón to be right, (to have reason) 6.1

la realidad the reality 8.1
en realidad actually, in reality 8.1

realmente (see real)

recordar to remember 8.1
recuerdo  I(‘ll) remember 8.1

repetir to repeat 2.1
repita repeat, say it again (command) 2.1

el restorán (el restaurante) the restaurant 5.1

la ropa the clothes, the clothing 8.1

Ss               

el sábado Saturday 10.1

la sala the living room 8.1

el sandwich the sandwich 6.1

se (your)(him)(her)self, (your)(them) selves 2.1

el secretario, la secretaria the secretary 9.1

seis six 2.1

la semana the week 8.1
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sentar to sit, to seat 2.1
sienta sit (fam command) 9.1
siente sit (command) 2.1
sentarse to sit (oneself) down 2.1

sentir to regret, to feel 1.1
siento (I) regret, (I) feel 1.1
sentir lo mucho to be very sorry (about) something 1.1

el señor mister, sir, the gentleman 1.1
la señora ma’am, Mrs., the (married) lady 1.1

la señorita Miss, the (unmarried) lady 1.1

ser to be 2.1
eres (you) are (fam) 5.1
es (it) is 2.1
serían (you all)(they) would be 4.1
son (you all)(they) are 4.1
soy (I) am 5.1
debe ser must be, probably is (are) 8.1

serían (see ser)

sesenta sixty 2.1

setecientos seven hundred 2.1

setenta seventy 2.1

si if 6.1

sí yes 2.1
creer que sí to think so, to believe to be true 6.1

siempre always 4.1

siente (see sentar)

siento (see sentar)

siete seven 2.1

la silla the chair 2.1

sin without 7.1
sin muebles unfurnished, without furniture(s) 7.1

la soda the soda, the soft drink, the pop 9.1

el sofá the sofa, the couch 8.1

el sofá cama the sofa-bed 8.1

sólo only 7.1

soltero (a) unmarried person 5.1

somos (see ser)

son (see ser)

la sopa the soup 6.1
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soy (see ser)

su your, his, her, its, their 5.1

subir to go up, to rise, to raise 2.1
súbamela bring it up to me (command) 3.1

el suyo, la suya your, his, hers, their’s, it’s (sg & pl) 5.1

Tt               

también also, too 5.1

tanto (a) much, a lot 4.1
Tanto gusto de conocerlo. Much (a lot of) pleasure to meet you. 4.1

tarde, la tarde late, the afternoon 1.1

el taxi the taxi 3.1

te you, (to) you (fam) 6.1, 9.1

tenemos (see tener)

tener to have, to possess 2.1
tener hambre to be hungry 5.1
tener que to have to 8.1
tener razón to be right 6.1
tengo (I) have 2.1
tiene (you) have, (he)(she)(it) has 2.1
aquí tiene here you are, here you have 3.1

here is, here are 7.1
tienes (you) have (fam) 6.1

tengo (see tener)

ti you (fam) 8.1

tiene (see tener)

todavía yet, still 9.1

todo (a) all 9.1

tomar to take, to drink 3.1

el tomate the tomato 6.1

trabajar to work 4.1
trabajando working 9.1

traducir to translate 2.1
traduzca translate (command) 2.1

traer to bring 6.1
traiga bring (command) 6.1
tráigame bring me (command) 6.1



Platiquemos ~ Level One Glossary

   Glossary Level I Page 19

tratar to treat 6.1
tratamos we(‘ll) treat 6.1
tratarse de to address as (to treat of...) 6.1

trece thirteen 2.1

treinta thirty 2.1

tres three 2.1

tu your (fam) 9.1

tú you (fam) 4.1

el tuyo, la tuya your(s) (fam) 9.1

Uu                                                                                                                                                                       

unido(a) united 4.1

unir to unite 4.1

uno(a) one 2.1

un(a) a, an 3.1
un a, an (m) 2.1
unos(as) some, a few 3.1

Vv               

va (see ir)

vamos (see ir)

van (see ir)

vas (see ir)

vayas (see ir)

veamos (see ver)

el vecino, la vecina the neighbor 8.1

veinte twenty 2.1

veintiuno twenty one 2.1

venir to come 5.1
vienes you come (fam) 8.1
vino (you)(he)(she)(it) came 5.1
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ver to see, to look at 6.1
veamos let’s see, let’s look at 6.1

la vez the time, the turn 2.1
otra vez again, another time 2.1

el viaje the trip 4.1

el viajero the traveler 3.1

el viejo the old (man), old (adj) 7.1

vienes (see venir)

vino (see venir)

el vino the wine 6.1

la vista the view 8.1

vivir to live 6.1

volver to return 9.1
volvemos we(‘ll) return 9.1

volvemos (see volver)

voy (see ir)

la vuelta the turn 5.1
a la vuelta around the corner (at the turn) 5.1

Ww               

el whiskey, el whisky the whiskey, the whisky 9.1

Ww is another letter that is seldom employed in Spanish except in foreign words.  Connoisseurs will, of course,
recognize the different spellings of the word: whiskey is American (bourbon, rye), and whisky is British 

(scotch, irish).  That’s just a bit pedantic!

Xx               

Another letter similar in usage to Kk and Ww.
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While we hope this glossary will be helpful to you, when you venture beyond the limited vocabulary
contained in the program, a good dictionary becomes an indispensable tool.  We recommend three
dictionaries, in different levels of completeness--and in different price ranges.  For details, as well as
other useful books, music cd’s, and videos, see our website: http://www.Platiquemos-LetsTalk.com

Yy               

y and (spelled e when it precedes 3.1
a word that begins with an “i” sound)

yo I 4.2

Zz               

There a quite a few Spanish words that begin with Zz; they’ll be coming later.


